
REP. PETE STARKâ€™S STATEMENT ON EVENTS SURROUNDING TODAYâ€™S WAYS AND MEANS MARK-UP

  “Much has been made today about my conduct in the Ways and Means  Committee markup of
HR 1776. Let’s be clear. I am not the issue here.  Never was I approached by a police officer or
questioned about what  happened.  

  

  “The issue is that the Chairman of the Ways  and Means Committee called the police to throw
Democrats out of a room  where they were meeting to determine how to respond to a bill we
first  saw this morning. It is yet another step in their continued effort to  shut out Democrats and
stifle debate.  

  

  “Sometimes I feel  so passionate about an issue that I am not as diplomatic as I should  be.
Whatever was said, I never physically threatened anyone. I did  exchange words that were not
becoming of my office. I regret that.   

  

  “Republicans  are using my intemperate words as a diversionary tactic. Republicans  cannot
stand up and defend the calling of the police to remove  Democrats from a room in the people’s
House. Chairman Thomas’ behavior  today should not be allowed in a democracy. It’s
reminiscent of a  police state, not America. That’s the issue.”  

  

 1 / 1


